Welcome to paperless classroom

By Kristin Butlar
STARE WRITER

FREMONT — A mix of volunlesr scien.
wsls, dedicated tenchers and researchers
from a Xerox think tank hawve combined
forces o propel bocal schools one step
closer bo a paperess classpoom.

Thery are all involved with LiveBoard,

LiveBoard is a 486 computer
with a GT.inch Liquid Display
Sereen thal makes the average
big-sereen television look small
and the everyday chalkbosard
ST LR,

Driginally  developed  for
cofmpanics a8 & oonferencing
tenl for meetings among dis-
persed groups, the new tele-
communications technology
can st promote  Interactive
learning among studenis,
teachers and the workd,

LiveBioard combines the strengihs of
sy todls alresdy weoed in the classroom.

First, it acits as a glant computer,
equipped Lo présent pletures, sound and
wides through s CI-ROM.

Also, it works lke a black- or white
board. With an infrared pen, teachers and
students can write next o and on top of
the displayed images, move them around
or erase them withoul & ace of chalk
dust.

LiveBoand alsn puts the classroom on

the information superhighway by con-
necling to other computers and Live-
Boards across campus or across the world,
providing realdime communiention that
transcends peographicsl distance.

All these features can combine o de-
crease U amount of time teachers spend
planning lessons while increasing  the

which developed the personal computer,
laser printers and the mouse,

Xerox donated an early version of Live-
Board to Math-Science Nucleus, a local
nonprofit organization, o Years ago.

In December, Xerox donated a second

LiveBoard to Math-Seienee Noclews, which
bouwnedd §E for & mondh o Mission Valley El-
ementary School in Fremont.

‘ ‘ Many people are trying to insert
technofogy into the classroom, changing the
way the classroom works . . . Whereas the
LiveBoard enhances the way the teacher al-

ready works.”
Joyce Blueford
parmasclerst of Math Sicience Ncs

amount of time their sudenls spend
learning. It may also be the first siep Lo-
ward a time when students use oompaters
rather than paper and peneils,

Local kids are already getting a toste of
this new technology because of the efforis
of Math/Science Nucleas and Xerox.

Liveworks, a Xerox company, devel
oped LiveBoard oul of the Ubbquitous
Computing project. The concepl sprouled
from the minds of computer wizards af Xe-
rox’s Palo Ao Research Center, or PARC,

This summer, the organies-
tion has pabd two teachers and
severid high school students to
create a series  of  science
lessons that wse the LiveBoard
along with writhen labs  and
hands-on activitbes.

Chriglinn Souya, & science
teacher & Lincoln Elementary,
and Joy Gomes, a bteacher at
Holy Spirit School, have added
their efforts o those of Mark
Chow, o video producer and -
recior al the Xerox Palo At Research
Center. Chow has donated his time and ex.
periiie with LiveBoard o Math-Scienoe
Mucleus since Febraary.

The combined knowledge of teaching
wnd technology has bed o s program Lhat
it= creators hope will entice students to
learn while bmproving teachers abilily 1o
nestrace.

Joyee Blueford, president of Math-Sc-

ALAN GRETH — S
Lincoln Elementary School teacher Christina Souza
holds a pointer she uses on the giant Xerox Live
Board (behind her) to help her teach sclence. Tha
LiveBoard can be used lfke a computer monitor or
| Please see Paperess, 4-10 | a chalkboard.
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Ence Nucleus, sabd that one of the
things about LiveBoard is that
conoepts are already familiar o
Ers.
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. fechnology  into u&emduumm
- changing the way clasaroam
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s« Blueford, & geologist, established
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Bpending two  years ndding  her
Jmowledge

“ls office is filled with magnetic
marbles, animal puppels, beakers,
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